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tiation, to prevent any sudden recourse to violent
measures, likely to bring on a premature explo-
sion.   It should be recollected, that the Governor?
general's principal view in proffering his protec-
tion to Bhopal, had been to save that state from
destruction, and thus prevent that union of inte-
rests between Sindheea and the Bhoosla, which
must inevitably have ended in fixing the depend-
ence of the latter on the former.    The advantage
of the connexion as a mere defensive arrangement
against the Pindarees, howsoever important, would
scarcely have induced his Lordship to step forward
at the particular juncture, had not the other two
objects been so intimately blended with the pro-
secution of the same line of policy.   The salvation
of the principality, however, and the obstruction
of Sindheea's apparent views on Nagpoor, would
as well be accomplished by a slow negotiation,
which left things intermediately just as they were,
as by the hasty employment of force, directed to
the acquisition of the same objects.   Should war
be unavoidable in the end, still, in the then actual
state of India, delay was necessary for the full de-
velopement of our means, and for the removal of
the unfavourable impression made by the early
occurrences of the Goorkha campaign.    In every
point of view, therefore, the course adopted by the
Marquess of Hastings was most judicious; inas-
much as, even granting that no satisfactory result